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Size: 667 acres

Dates: 1986-ongoing

Team: Prairie Holdings Corporation

Description: Prairie Crossings is a residential development that aspires to 
conserve and protect the ecology of the site

Intent: Enhance the environment, promote a healthy lifestyle, create a 
sense of place, build a sense of community, encourage economic and racial 
diversity, provide convenient and efficient transportation, conserve energy, 
foster lifelong learning and education, ensure attractive design and high 
quality construction, ensure economic viability

GOALS: (Food) Not defined ; (Habitat+Biodiversity) 70% of the development set aside for preservation ; 
(Transport) Not defined

STRATEGIES: (Food) 14 acre organic farm, plots can be leased, farmers market ; (Habitat+Biodiversity) 
22 acre lake, 160 acres of restored prairie, constructed wetlands, preserved wetlands, native landscaping 
is promoted ; (Transport) 22 acre lake, 160 acres of restored prairie, constructed wetlands, preserved wet-
lands, native landscaping is promoted

GOALS: Houses constructed to use 50% less energy

STRATEGIES: Energy star standard for energy efficient construction for condo buildings, LEED-ND certifica-
tion, single family homes built to Building America Program standards, energy efficient appliances, school 
has geothermal heating, R-43 insulation in all ceilings

Percentage of affordable units: Not defined
GOALS: Not defined
 
STRATEGIES: Public access to streets, human scale design, town center, commuter train station, schools, 
community services, resident participation in organic farm, conservation education, percentage of housing 
sales donated to Liberty Prairie Reserve, art installations

GOALS: Utilize ecosystem services of stormwater filtration and retention

STRATEGIES:  Rainwater infiltration, water efficient appliances, wetland restoration to filter storm water, 
stormwater managment plan and case study

GOALS: (Materials) High quality construction ; (Waste) Not defined

STRATEGIES: (Materials) Double air-barrier construction, use of recycled wood products, non-toxic glues, 
double glazed windows with argon cavity, reduction of construction waste by 20% ; (Waste) Not reported
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2030 standards goal of 
efficiency, some reduction 
goals for energy & carbon, 
some renewable energy, 

solar PV ready

Promotes walkable streets, 
bicycle infrastructure, access 

to some services

Some services & community 
centers in development ac-
cessible by bike or walking

Some education on the de-
velopments attributes, some 
opportunities for community 

events

Nothing considered/
not reported

Access to parks, innovative 
landscaping, promotes sense 
of place, community  agricul-
ture, daylighting in buildings

Project is designed to create 
human-scaled places, pro-

motes culture and interaction

Universal Access to 
Community Services

Some material selection 
standards, passive house 

standards used

Some proxy standards for 
reducing CO2 in material 
selection and construction

Material selection for recy-
cled/recyclable materials, 
waste collection facilities, 

reduction standards

Some access to walking 
trails that connect to ameni-
ties, parks, recreation areas

Developed for density/limits 
growth, contains open space

Each hectare of development 
requires an equal amount of 
land set aside in perpetuity

For every dollar of the project 
cost, half a cent must be 

donated to a charity

Opportunity for every resi-
dent to have access to com-
munity garden, green-house, 

local farm education

Community has some orga-
nization and collaborates on 
1-2 of the living community 

listed programs

Greywater purification & 
reuse, on-site treatement of 
some  blackwater, construct-

ed wetlands, stormwater 
prevention (green-roofs & 

impermiable surfaces)

Innovative landscaping us-
ing native plants, rain gar-
dens, constructed wetlands, 
access to parks, waterfront, 

community gardening


